
BAHAMAS SWIMMING FEDERATION

2016 PRESIDENT’S REPORT

2009 Elections

The current Executive Team was elected at the 2012 Annual General and Electoral Meeting -  this team 
includes Algernon Cargill, President, John Bradley, First Vice President, Nicholas Rees, Second Vice 
President, Kathy Dillette, Secretary General, Zelda Allen, Assistant Secretary, and Ken Bain, Treasurer.  

Yeoman’s service has been provided to our Federation by this team of volunteers, as evidenced by the 
extended global reach of our brand, securing long term sponsorship contracts for our Federation, the 
elevation of Bahamians to the highest regional and  global levels in aquatics, and of course, the 
outstanding performances of our athletes locally and abroad. 

The following are examples of the deliverables from your Executive Team:

1. Secured contract with FINIS for outfitting BSF National Teams.
2. Secured multiyear contract with BTC for sponsorship of CARIFTA, CISC and CCCAN.
3. Extended Multiyear year arrangement with the Royal Bank of Canada for the continued 

sponsorship of our National Swimming Championships and the Academic All Bahamian Awards
4. Continued arrangement with Cable 12 for Broadcast of Royal Bank of Canada National 

Swimming Championships every year since 2012, and CARIFTA and CISC when hosted in 
Bahamas, without any cost to our Federation.

5. Hosted CISC for the first time in the Bahamas in 2016.
6. Won CARIFTA Swimming Championships for 2 consecutive years in 2014 and 2015,and placed 

second in 2016.
7. Placed 2nd in CARIFTA Water Polo.
8. Won Pan Am Gold Medal with record time (Arianna Vanderpool Wallace)
9. Won Youth Olympic Medal with national record time (Joanna Evans)
10. Extended relationship with Bahamas Government and now have 10 athletes on Subvention at 

varying levels.
11. Have appointed 6 Bahamians to FINA Referee and Starter positions, some holding both 

positions.
12. Secured position on CCCAN Technical Swimming Committee for a BSF Swimming Official
13. Secured appointment on FINA Bureau for BSF President
14. Secured appointment on UANA Technical Committee for BSF President
15. Produce Professionally Prepared Financial Statements and deliver same to Ministry of Youth 

Sports and Culture.

Our focus remains to promote a swimmer friendly Federation and to  increase the profile and results  of 
Aquatics in The Bahamas through a sharp focus on ensuring that every person who wants to maximize 
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their potential in swimming or water polo  has a positive and swimmer friendly Federation that supports 
this dream.  A key phrase adopted in 2003 that is still a widely held belief: Swimmers/Athletes first, 

Federation Second, and Parents Third!  continues to be the mantra of the Federation’s executives. 

BSF Rule Book. Athlete Policy and Constitutional Proposals

At the 2012 Annual General Meeting, several significant amendments were passed to the BSF Rule 
Book and Constitution in order to continue to improve the focus on our Federation in providing a 
swimmer friendly rules based organizations, as well as complete alignment of our rules with best 
regional and global practices. Additional Amendments are being proposed at this AGM and you will 
decide the merit of these through the exercise of your vote.  We have been able to remove many of the 
punitive rules that sought to punish instead of reward athletes and teams and the major rule passed at the 
last Constitutional Meeting was the extension of the Executive Term from 3 to 4years, aligned with 
CCCAN, UANA and FINA appointments at similar levels, and also aligned with BOC term for its 
officers.  This change now provides your Executives with the opportunity to steward the Federation over 
a complete quadrennial or Olympic cycle.  
The rules proposed this year are attached to this report for review, discussion and vote by our members.
 

Focus

Notwithstanding the current economic conditions, and competition for funds by charities and other 
sporting federations, the BSF has maintained and increased its level of support with its key partners: 
Royal Bank of Canada, BTC, Subway Bahamas, Bahamas Olympic Committee, Morley Realty, Tent-
The-Event, John Bull Group of Companies, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Cable Bahamas, Sun Oil Bahamas 
Ltd, Commonwealth Bank Ltd, Bahamas First and Royal Star Assurance.  Without question, the largest 
sponsor is the Government of The Bahamas who has provided an airplane for the CARIFTA Team to 
travel every CARIFTA, and also provides the Federation with an Annual Grant and this year, increased 
the subvention of our athletes from 1 in 2003 to 10 in 2016. This is excellent!

Royal Bank has already committed to support our 2017  National Championships and Academic All 
Bahamian Awards; we have met with RBC Regional Executives to discuss our mutual long term goals 
for our partnership. 

The challenges with the National Sports Authority and particularly the varying fees member clubs have 
to pay to use the facilities remain. This area will require sharper focus, particularly given the exclusion 
by the BSF from the BKKAC during events not related to Aquatic Sports. A special thank you to David 
Morley, Mancer Roberts and John Bradley for leading discussions with the NSA and bridging this gap 
over the past year.  Through this collaboration, our team was able to cause several outstanding  repairs to 
be completed at the BKKAC and while more is required, significant work has been done by the NSA 
over the past year to return the BKKAC to its 2000 days when the facility was considered to be the best 
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facility in the English Caribbean. Throughout the next 4 years, we have to improve our working 
relationship with the NSA as the polarity is having some effect on our Federation.

We are seeing real growth  water polo team and are very pleased with the reintroduction of female water 
polo.  Coaches Lotty, Karl and Illing are commended for their comiment and service to Bahamian 
Aquatics and for organizing an entirely self-funded arm of our Federation. 

SWIFT Swimming is commended for its expanded National Learn to Swim Program at several primary 
schools in The Bahamas and its negotiations with the Ministry of Education and Youth Sports and 
Culture for continued growth of its charter program, Lets Swim Bahamas. We are advised there are 
plans to expand this program beyond New Providence to the Family Islands.

Arianna Vanderpool Wallace’s outstanding 2015 Pan American performance, a bronze medal in the 100 
meter freestyle and a record setting goal medal in the 50 meter freestyle, together with Joanna 
Evans’Olympic Youth Olympic Bronze medal are among the highlights in our swimmers performances.  
Dustin Tynes is also congratulated for joining Arianna and Joanna at the 2016 Rio Olympic Games and 
given the existing pipeline of talent that we have, we expect to see more swimmers represent The 
Bahamas at the Tokyo Olympic Games in 2020.

Without question, Arianna Vanderpool-Wallace has been an amazing global Ambassador for our Sport. 
She is our FIRST Pan American Games Gold Medalist and Record Holder, an Olympic Finalist in 2012 
and placed 9th at the Rio Olympic Games in the 50  meter freestyle.  

The Federation is committed to developing our swimmers beyond CARIFTA/junior level in order to join 
our Olympians in 2020. 

Locally, the hosting of the 2016 CISC Championships was a success and I must thank the entire 
committee for its contributions.  We are planning to host the 2017 CARIFTA Championships and play a 
significant role in the 2017 Commonwealth Youth Games and our team of volunteers will again be 
called on to ensure that we again produce a first-class meet. The feedback from all visiting countries is 
that it will be difficult to duplicate the Bahamas’ success and the committee has cemented our reputation 
as an outstanding organizing committee.  

We are very proud that we have more Bahamians qualified as International Judging Officials than any 
other local Federation.  Algernon Cargill, Mancer Roberts, and Kathy Dillette, Dr. Susana Campbell, 
and John Bradley are FINA Officials and Dewey Taylor has been recommended for the 2013-2017 list. 
Mancer Roberts participated as judging official at the 2010 World Championships, the 2011 Pan 
American Games and has represented the Bahamas with pride. John Bradley, Mancer Roberts and 
Algernon Cargill represented The Bahamas at the 2012 Swimming World Conference in Moscow and 
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John and Mancer also participated in the Swimming Coaches conference held prior to the World 
Swimming Conference in Moscow

Mancer Roberts is commended for his excellent work in leading the team of local judging officials and 
coordinating all local meets – his contribution in getting all Officials ready for CARIFTA was 
exceptional. He is also commended for his recommendations of the following Bahamians as FINA 
judging officials.

Algernon Cargill, FINA Referee and Starter, and FINA Open Water  FINA Referee
Mancer Roberts, FINA Referee and Starter, and FINA Open Water FINA Referee
Kathryn Dillette, FINA Referee and Starter
Dr. Susana Campbell, FINA Referee
Dewey Taylor, FINA Referee
John Bradley, FINA Starter

Membership

Swimmer Membership has grown each year as well as the number of registered clubs and paid BSF 
members. 

A summary is as follows:
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International and Regional Competitions

The following tables show The Bahamas’ representation in international championships and medals 
won/best performances.

We continue to enjoy considerable success at the Junior levels and are continuing to focus our strategies 
on translating this success to the international senior level.

The declined medal performances at CISC/CCCAN are a direct result of the Bahamas deciding to field 
smaller teams with only qualified athletes and practically no relays at these championships.

We achieved our  goal to win the CARIFTA Swimming Championships in both points and medals in 
2014 and 2015 and narrowly lost the Championship in 2016. 
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National Championships
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The National Championships continue to grow and the BSF remains grateful to our perennial sponsor, 
RBC Royal Bank of Canada.  2015 and 2016 Nationals were FINA sanctioned meets for the Rio 
Olympic Games and we saw a record member of international swimmers competing alongside 
Bahamians as the Royal Bank of Canada National Swimming Championships was the penultimate 
qualifier in the Western Hemisphere for the Rio Olympic Games. The highlight of these Championships 
with Joanna Evans’ A Qualifying time in the 800 meters freestyle.

 Swimmers seeking to represent The Bahamas internationally and/or swimmers receiving subventions 
are required to compete in these championships unless they have received a written exemption from the 
BSF. SWIFT Swimming won the Nationals every year from 2012 to 2016.

A summary of the RBC Nationals Results (points) from 2003-2016 is below. 
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Local/Club Meets

These continue to be the highlight of the year with the larger crowds at the meets where the younger 
swimmers participate. A special thanks to Mancer Roberts for taking the lead on deck as the Referee at 
the majority of these meets. Through his leadership, we are developing a fine cadre of officials and I 
now again  send a plea out for more parents and supporters to join the small group of volunteers on deck 
as a meet official. 

We need more volunteers to ensure that these meets run efficiently.

Water Polo

A special thanks to Chris Illing for leading the Water Polo program and securing gthe financial support 
needed for its continuance. Of course, Coach Lotti, particularly through his aim in rebuilding the 
program should also be congratulated for his stewardship. 
The program does require more funding and parental support and the Federation will refocus on building 
this program as it is critical to our continued development and should not be allowed to falter.

The Water Polo program is promoted as a complementary program to competitive swimming and also 
an opportunity for swimmers who may not have attained one of the top qualifying times to continue to 
contribute to the Federation by participating in this alternative sport at the international level.

CARIFTA Water Polo returns to The Bahamas in 2017 and we look forward to the full support of our 
swimming community to ensure that the event is successful.

Bahamas Olympic Association

A special thanks to the Bahamas Olympic Association for its continued direct sponsorship of our 
Federation through the provision of Olympic Solidarity Funding for senior athletes and a CARIFTA 
Grant in 2016. We look forward to the BOC providing our National Teams with PUMA gear. We 
acknowledge the $10,000 grant received for CARIFTA 2016.

I thank everyone for their continued contribution to the development of Aquatics in The Bahamas and 
will continue to focus on the expansion of Aquatics in The Bahamas and the creation of more 
opportunities for everyone.
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There are many persons who contribute to the success of the program and I thank everyone for their 
continued support and ask them all for their continued support and shared vision.

I acknowledge the hard work of everyone that resulted in our Federation winning the following awards 
the Ministry of Youth Sports and Culture 2015 Awards Ceremony.

1. National Federation of the Year
2. National Federation President of The Year
3. National Team of the Year
4. Most outstanding Junior Athlete – Joanna Evans
5. BOC Athlete of the Year – Arianna Vanderpool Wallace
6. National Coach of the Year – Andy Loveitt

Andy Loveitt is highlighted for winning the 2016 National Coach of The Year at the 2016 Awards 
Ceremony.

I also acknowledge the support of Pamela Crispo in  organizing our inaugural 2015 Awards Banquet and 
look forward to the return of this Banquet in 2017.

Algernon Cargill
BSF President


